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UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 0 1 CAIRO 17666 25 1 4 1 5Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EB-08 /019W 

048088 260253Z/64 

R 251412Z JUL 78 
FM AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
TO USDOC WASHDC 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 1867 

UNCLAS CAIRO 17666 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BEXP, EG 

SUB J : INQUIRY ABOUT RAILWAY SLEEPERS 
REF : STATE A-2429 


Message Text 


1 . IN RESPONSE REFAIR, EMBASSY CONTACTED EGYPTIAN 
RAILWAYS OFFICIALS ABOUT APPEARANCE IN TENDER DOCU- 
MENTS OF LANGUAGE EXCLUDING AMERICAN RED OAK FROM 
CONSIDERATION AS TYPE OF WOOD TO BE OFFERED IN TENDER 
FOR RAILWAY SLEEPERS. RAILWAY OFFICIALS TELL US 
THAT THIS TYPE OF WOOD HAS BEEN FOUND UNSUITABLE FOR 
LOCAL CONDITIONS, ALTHOUGH TECHNICAL REASONS FOR UN- 
SUITABILITY NOT MADE CLEAR. RAILWAY OFFICIALS HAVE 
UNDERTAKEN TO MAKE FURTHER TECHNICAL INQUIRY INTO 
MATTER. RAILWAY OFFICIALS EMPHASIZED THAT U.S.- 
GROWN WOOD IN GENERAL WAS NOT BEING EXCLUDED FOR CON- 
SIDERATION IN SLEEPER TENDERS. ONE OFFICIAL RE- 
CALLED THAT IN PAST, SUBSTANTIAL QUANTITIES OF SLEEPERS 
HAVE BEEN PROCURED FROM U.S. 


2. WE WILL REPORT ANY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AVAI- 
LABLE ON SUBJECT FROM EGYPTIAN RAILWAYS. 

EILTS 
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